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founded on Macbeth" with which he opened his first transpontine management. Returning to Manchester, he was present, and " burst into tears," when his father surrendered himself to a sheriff's officer to be lodged in Lancaster Castle. Next day he assumed the management of his father's company at Chester, and found himself for the first time battling single-handed with the serious troubles of life.
His lines had not fallen in pleasant places. The lot of a strolling manager in difficulties was laborious and anxious, shifty and sordid. He lived from hand to mouth, watching with eager eyes the rise and fall of the shallow stream that flowed through his treasury, and knowing that some caprice of the crowd might at any moment cause it to run dry. He had to be obsequious to the County, submissive to the Garrison, conciliatory to the Civic powers. His company was inadequate and often turbulent, the inevitable jealousies and discontents being embittered and emboldened when pay-day became a movable feast. Macready, it is true, had but a short experience of the pinch of managerial poverty. He escaped absolute bankruptcy at Chester, and got himself and company transported to Newcastle in time to open the theatre on Boxing Day, 1809; though to do so he left his own watch in pawn in Chester, and the watches of three of his company at a posting-house on the road. The Newcastle season was fairly successful, the gigantic Conway, beloved of Mrs. Piozzi, proving a great attraction. Before it closed, the elder Macready was out of durance, and once more at the helm. But even these few months of strain and stress must have been a hard trial for a boy not yet seventeen, inclined by disposition and training to regard the Roman Comique from its tragic rather than its comic side.